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Visitors Welcome 
The General Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historical So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 


(except Sundays and _ Holidays) 
from one to five P. M. 
Visitors always welcome (no 


charge) at this educational insti- 
tution where items connected with 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on display. 








Wines and Liquors 


Large assortment of Popular 
Brands at the Lowest Possible 
Prices and in various size con- 


tainers to suit your needs. Losi’s 
Liquor Store, 170 Park Ave., Amity- 
ville. 
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To The Forum’s Readers 


With this issue of the Long Is- 
land Forum the founder and pub- 
lisher takes the initial step in 
sharing its proprietorship with a 
young man of broad experience in 
the publishing field and an ardent 
student of the island’s history 
Charles J. McDermott of West- 
hampton Beach. 

The founder of the Forum has 
long contemplated such a step as 
a means of insuring its continua- 
tion beyond his own active span. 
He will, however, continue his pres- 
ent functions and there will be no 
change in the editorial policies of 
the Forum, now in its 22nd year. 

Mr. McDermott, a friend of the 
Forum since its founding, and of 
the founder, is thoroughly qualified 
to carry it on along present lines. 
He has not only contributed to its 
columns, but time and again has 
drawn from his experience as a 
publisher to help solve its problems. 

A native Long Islander, he is the 
son of the late County Judge 
Charles J. McDermott of Brook- 
lyn. Following graduation from 
Princeton, he joined the faculty of 
Brooklyn College and took an A.M. 
degree from New York University. 
Later turning to journalism, he 
served on a number of island news- 
papers, at the same time writing 
a syndicated column entitled 


“Along Long Island’’, which was 
widely quoted. 
In 1944 Mr. McDermott joined 


with C. H. MacLachlan in purchas- 
ing The Huntington Long Islander 
and still maintains an interest in 
that largest weekly newspaper in 


the State. He recently retired as 
publisher of the Bernardsville 
(N.J.) News, but remains presi- 


dent of the Madison Printing Co. in 
nearby Madison. Besides the Ber- 
nardsville News, he has owned and 
successfully operated newspapers 
in Madison, Chatham and Mend- 
ham. 

He will take an active part in 
publishing and editing the Long 


Island Forum. 
Paul Bailey, Founder 





L. . FORUM INDEX 

The Queens Borough Public Li- 
brary sells a complete index of the 
Long Island Forum for the years 
1938-1947 inclusive, at $1 postpaid. 
Also for the years 1948-1952 in- 
clusive, at 50 cents postpaid. They 
may be obtained by writing to the 
Long Island Collection, Queens 
Borough Public Library, 89-14 Par- 
sons Boulevard, Jamaica 32, New 
Vark 
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Sag “Harborite With © Perry 


HE little briny paradise of Sag 

Harbor near the end of Long 
Island had special interest in Com- 
modore Perry's famous expedition 
to Japan in 1853. The success of 
this expedition was a world-shap- 
ing event. Until then Japan's iso- 
lation from the western world, and 
her relentless hostility to all con- 
tact had been unshakable. Commo- 
dore Perry had gifts and guns and 
communicated in the Dutch lan- 
guage with representatives of the 
Emperor, and returned with a first 
treaty. 

In Sag Harbor, that summer, a 
letter was received by the father 
of a simple midshipman on board 
one of Perry's ships. That sailor 
was a boy of seventeen then, but 
he rose in rank until he became 
Admiral Oscar Fitzalen Stanton of 
the U. S. Navy. His letter home 
to the old whaling port of Sag 
Harbor, where still stands a_pic- 
turesque old cottage which was his 
birthplace, presents a wonderfully 
vivid account of the historic event 
in which he participated. 

He tells it as he saw it from his 
post as midshipman in charge of 
the landing boats when Commo- 
dore Perry first stepped on Japanese 
soil. It was his responsibility then 
to have all the boats constantly 
ready for quick movement in case 
of hostility on the part of the na- 
tion which was so reluctantly their 
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Nancy Boyd Willey 


host. No hostile move occurred, 
and so this fascinating letter could 
be written by the sailor who looked 
on. It describes the pomp and 
ceremony by which two distrustful 
nations achieved peaceful communt- 
cation and an understanding. 

Young Stanton begins his ac- 
count with the entrance into Jeddo 
Bay on the 4th of July when two 
finback whales were startled by a 
17-gun salute from the four Ameri- 
can ships. Their progress up the 
Bay was slowed by an onset of 
Japanese boats which tried to make 
a circle around the intruders. They 
were long sailing boats whose 
square sails were white with a wide 
blue stripe across. 

The big moment came on July 
14th, and this is described in de- 
tail. The Japanese had quickly 
built a house near the beach for 
the occasion of receiving the im- 
portant letter from the President 
of the United States. The letter 
of young Stanton follows: 
U.S.S.S. Saratoga, 

Shanghai, July 20, 1853 

Dear Father — We anchored here 
yesterday under the lee of the Sad- 
dle Islands. We are bound to 
Shanghai but the wind is blowing 
fresh, there are no pilots outside, 
and I expect it will be a week be- 
fore we get there. All has been 
done in Japan that was intended 


Long Wharf, Sag Harbor, 1906 


this summer and has succeeded 
much better than could have been 
expected. 

We left Loochoo on the second 
of July in tow of the Susquehanna, 
and the Plymouth in tow of the 
Mississippi. On the fourth of July 
each ship fired a salute of seven- 
teen guns with American ensigns 
at all mast-heads, this probably 
was the first salute that ever scar- 
ed the fish in that Longitude, 
(there were two finback whales in 
sight). The number was not quite 
that required but nobody heard it 
but ourselves, besides we were 
bound on a war-like cruise and 
didn’t know but all the powder 
would have to be put to another 
use. 

We had good weather all the 
passage and every day the Commo- 
dore made signals to exercise small 
arms, and all hands were kept 
practicing with muskets and pistols 
at a Japanese painted on a board 
and hung to the fore yard arm. 
At day-light on the eighth we dis- 
covered land ahead. The weather 
was foggy but still we could see 
some distance; in going up Jeddo 
bay we kept about five miles from 
the west side of it and quite to the 
contrary of what we had heard 
and expected, found no bottom with 
fifty fathoms line. 

Near the mouth of the bay the 
land on the west side was very 
high but gradually became lower 
the farther we went up. Occasional- 
ly the fog lifted and the land could 
be seen on the east side; it did not 
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appear to be so high as that on the 
other, but was more regular and at 
the place we anchored was much 
higher. There was but little wind 
and as there was plenty of water 
we pushed ahead at the rate of 
eight knots, the Susquehanna, the 
Mississippi, and the Plymouth and 
we keeping directly ahead, much 
to the astonishment of the natives 
in the junks we passed, particu- 
larly as these were the first steam- 
ers they had ever seen, and the 
first that ever went up the bay of 
Jeddo. 

The guns were cast loose and 
ready for action, with spare round 
shot and grape at hand, and mus- 
kets and pistols ready for instant 
use; but we met with no resistance 
in any shape or form. We went 
up the bay about sixty miles and 
when ‘within a mile or so from 
where the Commodore determined 
to anchor he cast us off. The Mis- 
sissippi cast off the Plymouth at 
the same time. They went ahead 
and anchored, we followed and 
anchored in line. 

The anchorage was not more 
than three-quarters of a mile from 
a point that made out into the bay, 
but there was eighteen fathoms of 
water. A number of their govern- 
ment boats went alongside of the 
Susquehanna and some attempted 
fo come alongside of us and the 
other ships, but as the Commo- 
dore had signalled ‘‘no communi- 
cation with the shore’’ they were 
kept off. They were about thirty- 
five feet long and about fifteen feet 
beam, very sharp with the greatest 
breadth of beam well aft. When 
they had a fair wind they stepped 
a long mast and set a square sail 

white with a blue stripe about 
four feet wide across the middle 


’ of it. 


The fishing boats and junks had 
the stripe up and down the sails. 
When the wind would not allow 
them’ to sail they sculled with five 
or six large oars on each side. By 
standing on platforms on the sides 
two, and sometimes four, men to 
each oar, they sailed and sculled 
very fast and were pretty, and ap- 
peared to be very serviceable 
boats. In each boat were five or 
six men, who appeared to be gov- 
ernment officers though they wore 
no particular uniforms. They were 
armed with a sword and a knife. 
The sword was about four feet long 
and made of beautiful steel. The 
hilt was made of hard wood and 
had no guards for the hand. The 
crews of the boats had no arms 
of any kind in sight. 

There were a number of small 


Continued on page 126 
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Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corp’n 
Bethpage, Long Island, N. Y. 


Designers and Manufacturers of the 
Cougar S2F Sub Killer 
and the Albatross 


Liger 


Airplanes for the U. S. Navy and the Air Force 














JOHN E. NICHOLSON 


President 


WILLIAM A. NICHOLSON 


Vice President 


Nicholson & Galloway 
Established 1849 
Roofing and Waterproofing 


Difficult commissions accepted to correct wall.and roof 
leaks in schools, churches, banks, public buildings, etc. 


426-428 East 110th Street 


New York City 
LEhigh 4-2076 


Cedar Swamp Road 
Brookville, L. I. 
MAyfair 6-0020 
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Per Annum, Compounded Quarterly 
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lushing’s SFight for “Freedom 


LUSHING was named by the 

Dutch in 1628 after the Dutch 
city of the same name, but it was 
first settled by a group of English 
Puritans from the Massachusetts 
Bay Colony. In 1645 they were 
issued a “patent” or charter by the 
Dutch governor of New Amster- 
dam which granted the right “to 
have and enjoy liberty of con- 
science . . . without molestation or 
disturbance . from any magis- 
trate or minister. 

The Dutch governors, however, 
paid little heed to this right, par- 
ticularly as the British population 
began to exceed the Dutch. An- 
glicans, Baptists, Catholics, Jews, 
Puritans and Quakers all felt the 
heavy hand of oppression and per- 
secution. Finally, Governor Stuy- 
vesant issued a proclamation speci- 
fically denying the right of free- 
dom of religion and assembly to all 
but Calvinists. 

The Town of Flushing at this 
time extended from Flushing Bay 
and Creek on the west, to Little 
Neck Bay and Alley Creek on the 
east, and south to what is now 
Union Turnpike. It included such 
present communities as Bayside, 
College Point, Flushings Hillcrest, 
Whitestone, as well as most of Cun- 
ningham and Alley Pond Parks. 

The citizens of Flushing were 
mostly non-Quakers, but Quakers 
had always been freely permitted 
to congregate and worship. In re- 
sponse to Stuyvesant’s discrimina- 
tory proclamation, the town leaders 
prepared what has now become 
world renowned as ‘The Flushing 
Remonstrance”’, stating their views 
on religious freedom. The Remon- 
strance was personally delivered to 


Governor Stuyvesant in 1657 by 
Sheriff Tobias Feake. 
Feake and other local citizens 


were imprisoned, fined, deported 
and otherwise punished for this act 
of independence, and the religious 
discrimination continued. That 
same year, John Bowne moved to 
Flushing, and later married Sheriff 
Feake’s daughter. In 1662 he com- 
pleted a new home, which is now 
known as ‘“The Bowne House’, and 
invited the persecuted Quakers to 
meet there. 


cAaron Brooks 


He was arrested by the Dutch, 
fined, and imprisoned when he re- 
fused to pay the fine. He was fin- 
ally deported to Holland io stand 
trial before the Dutch parliament. 
His defense of the principles of 
freedom was so simply eloquent 
and invulnerable that he was per- 
mitted to return to Flushing with 
a Parliamentary guarantee of the 
rights of freedom of assembly, re- 
ligion, petition and speech — now 
called ‘“‘The Four Freedoms’ — an- 
tedating England's ‘Bill of Rights’ 
by a quarter of a century. 

After the English captured New 
Netherland from the Dutch in 
1664, Flushing was granted another 
charter which continued the rights 


granted to John Bowne by the 
Dutch. When New York’s first 
representative Assembly met in 


1683, it embodied almost the same 
wording on these rights in_ its 
“Charter of Liberties’, which re- 
mained as the basic law of the 
colony for the next 100 years. 
Francis Lewis settled in Flushing 
in 1764, after his return as a dis- 
abled veteran of Indian War. A 
prosperous merchant and civic lead- 


er, he spent most of his personal 
fortune to equip and clothe the 
American Army and served as 
Quartermaster General during the 
Battle of Long Island. He repre- 
sented New York at the Continen- 
tal Congress of 1775 and, during 
its deliberations, proposed _ the 
enumeration of the ‘Four Free- 


doms” in the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. Francis Lewis signed 


the Declaration of Independence 
on July 4, 1776, and his proposal 
was incorporated into the Third 
Amendment to the U. S. Constitu- 
tion, as part of the American ‘‘Bill 
of Rights.” 

Thus, the principles outlined in 
the Flushing Remonstrance became 
embodied in the Bill of Rights, as 
recognized by the United States 
Government in 1957 when it auth- 
orized the issuance of a Commem- 
orative 3 cent stamp to mark the 
300th Anniversary of the Flushing 
Remonstrance — the birth of re- 
ligious freedom in America. 


Each copy of the Forum is read 
through at once, first by me, then 
my husband, and finally friends 
borrow it. Mrs. Henry D. Mills, 
Patchogue. 





Quaker Meeting House, Flushing. 
Erected 1695, Still Standing 
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Continued from page 124 
towns in sight from the anchorage 
and the Commodore sent one of 
their boats ashore for the governor 
of the principal one to come on 
board. The Commodore told him 
what he came for and told him he 
would give him four days to send 
up to the Emperor at Jeddo 
(Tokio) and find out whether he 
would receive the letter from the 
President of the United States. The 
Governor said we must go to Naga- 
saki as that was the only place 
that they had any intercourse with 
foreigners, but the Commodore told 
him that he would not leave until 
he knew whether the letter would 
be received or not. They wanted 
to have a line of boats around the 
ships (as is always their custom) 
but the Commodore would not al- 
low thdt nor any other of their sus- 
picious watchings. The Emperor 
concluded to receive the letter and 
sent one of his high ministers down 
from Jeddo for it. The Japanese 
built a house near the beach and 
on the fourteenth of July the letter 
was given into his hands. There 
was great time made of it. All the 
boats in the squadron pulled ashore 
together carrying 140 marines, 150 
sailors, 35 musicians and about 50 
officers. 

The Commodore landed last, 
passed in front of the line which 
was formed on the beach with arms 
presented, and the band playing 
"Hail Columbia.’’ He then walked 
up to the house, the officers with 
him; then came the marines, then 
the bands, then two boys carrying 
the two boxes covered with red 
cloth, one of which contained the 
letter and the other the Commo- 
dore’s instructions. Then followed 
the sailors all armed with muskets 
‘and cutlasses. Commodore Perry 


and the officers went in the house 
and two strapping great darkies 
brought in the boxes which were 
about a foot and a half long and 
a foot wide, covered with purple 
velvet and had gold lids. 

The Commodore read the creden- 
tials of the prince who was ap- 
pointed by the Emperor to receive 
the letters, which were passed over 
to the Japanese and placed in a 
lacquered box to be taken up to 
Jeddo. The Commodore made a 
few remarks, telling them that he 
supposed they would want some 
time to consider the subject and 
that he would go away in a day 
or two and come back next April; 
all the conversation was in Dutch, 
although there was a Japanese in- 
terpreter (an American doctor 
from Canton) went up in the Sus- 
quehanna who had been in Japan 
before and had studied the lan- 
guage, but all the Japanese (higher 
classes) speak Dutch and it didn’t 


take so long to translate it into 
English. 

We got under way and went 
higher up the bay that after- 


noon but didn’t see Jeddo although 
we must have been within fifteen 
or twenty miles of it. As far as 
we went there was plenty of water, 
but the Japanese didn’t want us to 
go any farther and it was the best 
plan to regard their wishes in some 
respects. 

They seemed to be very loath for 
us to go any higher up the bay, 
which the Commodore took advan- 
tage of when we first went there 
anc told them he should go up to 
Jeddo if the Emperor did not take 
the letter. We all left on the sev- 
enteenth, the Susquehanna towing 
us until the nineteenth, when we 
kept away from this place and the 


Continued on Page 128 
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“Historic Hillside 


NE of the most interesting 
colonia] cemeteries on Nassau 
County's North Shore is Hillside, 
located in the incorporated village 
of Old Brookville, at the intersec- 
tion of Cedar Swamp Road and the 
new Glen Cove Road. These two 
roads run through a valley with 
low but steeply-sloping hills on 
each side. The cemetery is on the 
eastern slope; hence the official 
name of “East Hillside Cemetery.” 
The oldest monuments are of 
rough fieldstone, with initials and 
dates cut into them. The two old- 
est read “1745 FH” and ‘1747 
AH.” Although no official record; 
survive, there can be little doubt 
as to the significance of the in- 
SC riptions. 

The first one marks the grave of 
Emmetje Remsen Hegeman, daugh- 
ter of Rem Jansen Van der Beeck, 
progenitor of the Remsen favnily 
in the United States. Rem emi- 
grated from the Netherlands about 
1642 and had an interesting career 
in New Amsterdam, Albany, and 
Brooklyn, where he was magistrate 
under the second Dutch adminis- 
tration. Femmetje, one of 17 chil- 
dren, was born October 21, 1677. 

She married Joseph Hegeman of 
New Lots, who had emigrated as a 
child with his father Adriaen from 
Amsterdam about 1650. One of 
their children, also named Adriaen, 
moved from Brooklyn to Oyster 
Bay Town in the early 1700's, ap- 
parently bringing his mother with 
him. 

First he owned West Island at 
Dosoris, now the home of Junius 
Morgan. In 1721 he bought land 
at Cedar Swamp (now part of Old 
Brookville), where he is buried, his 
being the tombstone marked “1747 
AH.” At this time, it seems, Hill- 
side was the private burial plot of 
the Hegeman family. 

But in April of 1749 another 
Adriaen Hegeman, son of the 
settler, made Hillside a public ceme- 
tery. He drew un a deed, allow- 
ing members of 14 families, mostly 
of Dutch descent, the use of a 
burying ground “to contain four 
lengths of fence east and west and 
seven lengths south and north as 
it now at present is.” Thus Hill- 


Peter Luyster Van Santvoord 


side has the distinction of being 
one of the few colonial cemeteries 
in the County which was not found- 
ed in connection with a Church or- 
ganization but was in the nature 
of an independent corporation 
from the start. 

During the Revolutionary War, 
when British troops occupied Long 
Island, several detachments of Hes- 
sian soldiers were stationed in 
Oyster Bay Town. One of them, 
probably Captain Deemar’s Inde- 
pendent Company of Hussars, had 
its camp at Cedar Swamp, either 
on the West hill, across from the 
cemetery, or in the valley between 
the two hills. 

According to legend, the Hes- 
sians were ravaged by an epidemic 
of smallpox, and those who died 
were buried in the nearby ceme- 
tery, in unmarked graves. It is 
also said that some of the local 
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emetery 


Indians are buried there. This 
much is certain: careful soundings 
have established the fact that 
every space in the old part of the 
cemetery contains a grave, despite 
the fact that many have no markers 
of any kind. 

The old part is now only a small 
portion of the cemetery, for Hill- 
side has been much enlarged dur- 
ing the last century. Now, it ts 
formally incorporated under a board 
of trustees. The sloping ground, 
shaded by large trees, is well main- 
tained and attractively landscaped. 
The old families who accepted Ad- 
riaen Hegeman’s offer two centuries 
ago have continued to use it: in 
some cases 6 or 7 generations arc 
buried there. 

In the new part may be fornd 
the more recent settlers, who have 
also made their contribution to local 
history. Among them is the British- 
born actor and playwright Charles 
T. Vincent. Three of Nassau’s for- 





Hillside Cemetery 
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mer County Treasurers are buried 
within a few yards of each other. 
On Memorial Day, new flags fly 
over the graves of Civil War and 
World War veterans. Revolution- 
ary patriots, while not accorded this 
honor, can be identified by examin- 
ing the old militia lists. 

The old and new graves, often 
very close to each other, are re- 
minders that Hillside has been hal- 
lowed ground for more than 200 
years. In a time of rapid change, 
it still maintains its atmosphere of 
tranquility and peace. 

Continued from page 126 
Susquehanna, Mississippi and 
Plymouth for Hong Kong via Soo- 
choo. 

We’had heavy gales after we left 
them and lay to for the greater 
part of the 22nd, 23rd, 24th and 
25th. I hardly knew what it was 
to be in a gale of wind until I 
came on board a small vessel. I 
told you in my last letter how bind- 
ing the orders are in relation to 
Journals, Notes, Letters &c to 
prevent anything about the Japan 
expedition being published, and re- 
mind you of it again to prevent 
myself the bare possibility of doing 
wrong. 


Give us more wreck stories like 
the Glauckauf in May Forum. 
George P. Dyson. 








Village House 


Arts, Crafts, Americana 
Museum of the 
Oysterponds Historical 
Society at Orient, L. I. 
Open July 1 to October 31 
‘Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Saturdays and Sundays 
20S FP. Me. 


Free Admission 




















Island’s Largest Display 


Ira J. Friedman, 215 Main Street, 
Port Washington, who has the 
largest display of Long Island 
books, maps and other material, 
is selling “Colonial Long Island” by 
Paul Bailey exclusively in that ter- 
ritory. Adv. 








The Barth-Hamilton 
Agency, Inc. 
Complete INSURANCE Service 
George C. Barth, President 
134A Broadway Amityville 


AM 4-6600 and 6601 














Roslyn’s Clock Tower 


Though dating back only sixty- 
odd years, the imposing Clock 
Tower in the heart of Roslyn, is 
venerated by local residents and 
passersby alike. Over the tower’s 
heavy door is inscribed in stone 
‘In loving memory of Ellen E. 
Ward, A. D. 1895, to whom Roslyn 
and its people were dear.”’ 

The clock tower was the gift of 
the three children of Mr. and Mrs. 
Elijah Ward as a memorial to 
their mother’s great civic activity 
in the village. Admiral Aaron 
Ward, a nephew of Elijah, was also 
one of Roslyn‘s foremost citizens. 


Felt Charleston, S. C. Quake 


The reference in the June Forum 
by George E. Hart of Wading River 
to the Charleston earthquake of Au- 
gust 1886 which he and other resi- 
dents of Brooklyn felt and which 
startled Brooklyn cattle, recalls to 
mind that here in Suffolk County 
I was standing on the roof of a 
small outbuilding at the time of 
the quake and was nearly shaken 
off. I was 12 years old that same 
month. 

John Tooker, Medford 


We find the Forum very interest- 


ing. Hope you keep up the good 
work. Herbert P. Buerger, Hemp- 
stead. 


JULY 1959 








LONG ISLAND 
Books— Maps—Prints 
Paintings—Documents 


Bought and Sold 


Ira J. Friedman 
215 Main Street 
Port Washington 
Tel. PO 7-3547 


























E. CLAYTON SMITH 


Established 1913 
Jobber-Replacement Parts 
Tools - Equipment 
218-220 East Main St. 


Babylon Tel. MO 9-0561 








The Bowne House 


Historical Society 
Judge Charles S. Colden, President 

presents 

The Bowne House 
Built 1661 

Bowne St. and Fox Lane 

FLUSHING, N. Y. 
A Shrine to Religion Freedom 
ADMISSION FREE 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Saturdays 3to5 P.M 














Suffolk Museum and 
Carriage House at 
Stony Brook 
Open 10 to 5:30 
Wednesdays thru Sundays 











Blomquist Laundry 
COMPLETE 
LAUNDRY SERVICE 
11 Cottage Row Glen Cove 
Tel. ORiole 1-1105 


Serving the Community 
Since 1900 























Main office: 


Plainview: 








Farmingdale Federal Savings 
and Loan Association 


1 
Latest Dividend 31% 


TWO CONVENIENT OFFICES 


312 Conklin Street, Farmingdale 
Phone CHapel 9-2000 


Old Country Road, Morton Village 
Phone OVerbrook 1-6100 


Compounded Quarterly 
from Day of Deposit 
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(Capture of Gort St. George 


URING the Revolutionary 

War, British troops and Tory 
refugees from Rhode Island erected 
Fort St. George on the farm of 
Judge William Smith, at the old 
Tangier Smith Manor of St. 
George, not far from the southern 
tip of Smith’s Point in Mastic. 

The British were after the wood, 
sorely needed for rebuilding New 
York City after the disastrous fires; 
they were also interested in the stra- 
tegic location of the place, for 
there they could control both high- 
way and coastal waterways, and 
keep watch on one of the most 
hotly rebellious areas in their oc- 
cupied territories. They may have 
had retaliation in mind, too, when 
they forced the Smith family to 
vacate. Judge William Smith, 
grandson of the original proprietor 
Colonel William “Tangier’’ Smith, 
had been an early advocate of 
separation. The historian Onder- 
donk relates his record as chair- 
man of the committees which or- 
ganized the rebellion, and he had 
been president pro tem of the New 
York Provincial Congress; there 
is some evidence that he also turn- 
ed over money to the State. 

On October 18, 1780, British 
Governor Robertson, through his 
agent Thomas Hassard (or Haz- 
ard) ordered Mrs. Smith, the for- 
mer Ruth Woodhull, to “Remove 
yourself and family from off said 
farm”. Judge Smith and his son 
“General John’, later to be U. S. 
Senator, had long before been 
forced to flee. In their absence, 
an interesting and obscure figure 
named William Booth had agreed 
to care for the family. Ruth Smith 
mentions him in a letter found 
among the Tangier Smith Papers: 
.. . by the help of William 
Booth . . . we shall be able to rase 
our Bread as he hath borrowed a 
yoke (of oxen) or two.” 

The order to vacate made Booth 
very much aware of his responsi- 
bilities. He knew of the activi- 
ties on the north shore where 
whaleboat raiders struck almost at 
will, and he probably knew of the 
activities of the spy system which 
operated from there under the di- 
rection of Major Benjamin Tall- 
madge. He contacted Tallmadge 


Chester G. Osborne 


and the latter’s able assistant, Caleb 
Brewster, and offered to assist in 
turning over the fort to rebel 
troops if they should attack and 
drive the British off. ‘The capture 
was undertaken by his pointing out 
to the brave Commanders in that 
enterprise the probability of suc- 
cess’, Judge Smith wrote later. 
Tallmadge wrote of the result 
of Booth’s plea: “Towards the last 
of October . . . I determined to 
cross . . . to Long Island for the 
purpose of obtaining intelligence. 


This I accomplished . . . the 
fortress at Smith's Manor was 
completed . 


Tallmadge continues in his Mem- 
oir, “Having now procured an 
accurate draft of Fort St. George 

. I began urgently to importune 
Gen. Washington to permit me to 
capture the fort and destroy the 


magazine .. . of forage at Coram.” 
The “draft” was a map which 


Tallmadge produced from memory 
for his book; the original copy, 
presumably drawn by Booth, still 
exists in the Tangier Smith Papers, 
along with two certificates from 


Caleb Brewster. Brewster wrote 
that he “applied to Booth . . . for 
information respecting the Fort 


which he readily granted and gave 


me a draft of all the works and 
men.” 
Washington authorized the at- 


tack on Nov. 11, 1780. The as- 
sault came on the morning of No- 
vember 23. The battle has been 
described in Lohse’s article in Long 
Island Forum, so it need only be 
summarized that Tallmadge’s forc- 
es wrecked the fort, captured or 
killed all the defenders, and went 
on to Coram to destroy a great 
magazine of forage destined for 
British cavalry. 

“I should be remiss in my duty,’ 
Tallmadge reported to Gen. Wash- 
ington, “should I omit to observe 
that the officers and soldiers un- 
der my command behaved with the 


greatest fortitude and spirit.” Of 


one of these soldiers particular 
mention was made. Heathcote 
Muirson, a civilian volunteer, was 
cited to the Commander-in-Chief, 
and recommended for a commis- 
sion. 


Benajah Strong, Thomas Tread- 
well Jackson, David Edgar of New 
Jersey and Caleb Brewster werc 
among the attacking force. 

Though it is not generally 

known, the battle produced still 
another hero: for his part in the 
raid, Sgt. Elijah Churchill was 
later honored as one of three en- 
listed men who received the 
Badge of Military Merit”, now 
called the Purple Heart, at its first 
award on April 27, 1783. His 
certificate mentioned his “great gal- 
lantry, firmness and address.” 





Tangier Smith Museum 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Babylon 


CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 
W. Main, by Lake MOhawk 9-0644 


Northport _ 


EDWIN N. ROWLEY, INC. 
EDWARD BIALLA 
ALBERT M. ZILLIAN 
Real Estate — Insurance 
Appraisals 
74 Main St., Northport 
ANdrew 1-8108 
Member L. I. Real Estate Board 











__— Mineola 
J. ALFRED VALENTINE 


Real Estate - Insurance 
148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 


~ Hicksville 





SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Inc. 
Real Estate - Insurance 


167 Broadway’ Tel. WElls 1-0600 





Riverhead 





DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 








REAL ESTATE 


Insurance Morigages 


JOHN T. PULIS 


101 Richmond Ave, Amityville 
AMiryville 4-1489 














EASTPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 


Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street EAstport 5-0164 














Savings Accounts opened 
and Banking-by-Mail 


The Union 
Savings Bank 


of Patchogue, New York 


The only Savings Bank in 
Western Suffolk County 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 
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Tale of East End Fishing 


During my own youthful days 
fishing for market at the east end 
ot Long Island, Captain Edwin B. 
Tuthill of East Marion was one of 
the most successful commercial 
fishermen in those waters. He was 
a man of great enterprise and en- 
ergy and demanded much from 
the men who worked fer him. He 
owned two of the finest fishing 
smacks afloat. The Adelaide T. 
was used for tending his traps and 
the larger Annie T. fished in Block 
Island Sound and off the south 
shore, using hand-lines and gill- 
nets, fishing the bottom for floun- 
ders, porgies, sea-bass, etc., and 
trawling for bonita and bluefish. 

Like other local fishermen, he 
shipped his catches to Fulton Mar- 
ket in New York from Fort Pond 
Bay, Promised Land, Greenport, 
Orient and sometimes New Lon- 
don, Ct., whichever place happened 
to be the most convenient at the 
time. And in turn Fulton Market 
shipped much of the fish back to 
the east end summer hotels and 
boarding houses by railroad. Cap- 
tain Ed was the first east end fish- 
erman to break away from this 
time-consuming system. 

As soon as the LIRR extended 
its line from Amagansett to Fort 
Pond Bay, he began selling fish 
himself directly to the hotels and 
other local trade, sending the fish 
well boxed and iced to reach his 
clients the day they were caught. 
He did an enormous business. I 
recall that one season he purchased 
our entire catch of lobsters at seven 
cents a pound. I remember too 
that he had a very fine cottage on 
the east side of Fort Pond Bay for 
his family and another for his help. 
Charles Beebe, an excellent chef, 
did the cooking for both groups. 
During the winter, ice was cut 
from a pond near the fish-dock 
and stored in an ice-house for the 
summer. 

But with all his success, Captain 
Ed Tuthill seldom relaxed, nor did 
he want his men to do so. One 
of his skippers, Captain Charles 
W. Mallison, in the late summer 
of 1890 went ashore for orders. As 
there was a stiff north-wester chop- 
ing up the bay, making it too rough 
for fishing, Captain Ed ordered him 
to get out of the bay, to round 
Culloden Point toward Montauk 
Point, and anchor the smack in the 
cove just west of the lighthouse 
‘‘where there should be good fish- 
ing with the wind offshore’’. 


Continued next page 


Wading River 
WM. L. MILLER & SON 
Real Estate and Insurance 


Phone: Wading River 4323 





Port Washington 





Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Ine. 
Real Estate and Insurance 
POrt Wash. 7-3124 185 Main St. 





Commack 
Established — 1925 
JOHN W. NOTT 
Listings Wanted, Farms, Acreage, 
Water frontage Eastern L. I. Jeri- 
cho Turnpike at Commack, L, I 
IOrest 8-9322. 





Huntin gton 


HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Inc. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 








Wyandanch 


HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 


Mastic 











Realtor—Insuror 
BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
MONTAUK HIGHWAY 
Phone ATlantic—1-8110 


Glen Head 


M. 0. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
25 Glen Head Road 
PHONE: ORiole 6-0491 
Agency Estab. Over 50 Years 











Central Islip 


ROBERT E. O’ DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Islip 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Established 1911 


INSURANCE 


Francis B. Garvey Robert Snyder 
MOhawk 1-2600 











Babylon 














Ketcham & Colyer, Inc. 
INSURANCE 


George S. Colyer, Secy. 
Brosdwey and Park Ave. 
AMityville 4-0198 
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Homeland 





Uniondale 


PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 
889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 








Patchogue 





Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. GRover 5-2100 





Glen Cove 


HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W. Glen St. Tel. ORiole 6-1500 





And 15 Forest Ave., Locust Valley. 





Westbury 





HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
For Westbury and Vicinity 
EDgewood 3-0108 249 Post Ave. 








Floral Park 


EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
Saies - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tyson Ave. FLoral Park 4-0333 








Lake itonkonkoma 


CLIFFORD R. YERK 
Lots, Farms, Shore Frontage 





Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 





East Norwich 


RICHARD DOWNING & SONS 
Established 1857 
Complete Insurance Service 
Jericho Road 
Tel. WAlnut 2 0592 








” BENS. WEST 


Real Estate -Insurance 
EAST /ETAUKET 
— island, New York 

. 1.101 Setauket a 











Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mgr. 


170 Park Avenue AMityville 4-08376 
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Captain Mallison reminded his 
employer that there was a half- 
gale blowing, that it was increas- 
ing steadily and he didn’t think the 
anchors would hold the smack close 
enough to land for _ protection. 
Nevertheless, Captain Ed insisted 
that he follow orders, and Captain 
Mallison did so. When he reached 
the cove, no boats were put over 
the side and no lines were dropped. 
All fishing gear was stowed below 
decks, hatches were battened down, 
and all hands waited to see how 


much longer the anchors would 
hold. 
At dusk the anchors broke out 


and the smack started seaward. 
The anchors were hauled aboard 
with little trouble as the speed of 
the vessel to leeward kept them 
near the surface. Sails had been 
furled and well secured except for 
a small head of mainsail to act as 
a storm trysail and make steering 
easier for Captain Mallison who 
was lashed to the wheel-box. 

The watchman in the lighthouse, 
seeing the smack’s decks being 
swept by heavy seas, telephoned 
Captain Ed that there was little 
hope for the vessel or her crew. 
Relatives of the crew, all single 
men except Captain Mallison, were 
notified of their plight. 

As for Captain Fd himself, he 
spent three sleepless nights, mean- 
while assuring Mallison’s wife that 
if her husband failed to return he 
would see that she never lacked 
for anything as long as she lived. 
But late on the fourth night, in a 
light breeze and under a full moon, 
the Annie T. sailed into the bay and 
dropped anchor off the fish-dock. 
Although almost overcome by emo- 
tion, Captain Ed hurried aboard 
to find all hands safe. Then he 
learned that the vessel had barely 
managed to cross the open sea 
from Montauk to the lee of Block 
Island where she had found shelter. 
During the crossing they had seen 
any number of schooners in dis- 
tress, their sails blown to shreds. 
Needless to say, Captain Ed Tut- 
hill was a much more lenient man 
thereafter. 

Capt. Eugene S. Griffing 
St. Petersburg, Florida 


The Forum brings much worth- 
while information about the _ his- 
tory of Long Island. I enjoy read- 
ing it and like to share it with my 
friends. Nellie M. Hedges, Bridge- 
hampton. 


East Quogue 


GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Squires Ave., East Quogue 
Tel. Hampton Bays 2-0190 











Hubbell, Klapper & Hubbell 
LONG ISLAND REAL ESTATE 


65 Hilton Avenue 
Garden City, N. Y. 














Benj. G. Huskisson 
INSURANCE-REAL ESTATE 


POrt Jefferson 8-0372 




















208 East Main St., Port Jefferson 
2} Z LONG ISLAND 
REAL ESTATE 
INSURANCE 
for more than 40 years 


Main office on Main road at 
Mattituck. Tel. Mattituck 9-8434. 
Nassau County office at 169% 


Northern Blvd., 
Manhasset 7 2646. 


Manhasset. Tel. 








Real Estate Insurance 


EDWARD F. COOK 


East Hampton 
Telephone 4-1440 








LEON R. EDELSTEIN 
Babylon Town Real Estate 
Wanted to Purchase old L. I. 
Maps, Documents. 
630 Sunrise Highway Babylon 
Tel. MOhawk 9-1144 




















Mortgage Loans 


First Mortgage Loans 
Are Our Specialty 
When you’ve found the 
home you would like to buy 
or build, consult us about 
financing. 


Suffolk County’s 
Oldest Savings Bank 


Incorporated 1858 
Southold Savings Bank 
Southold, New York 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 
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“Wreckmaster of Long cAgo 


W HO was a wreckmaster and 

what was his job? Well, 
the particular one I am_ thinking 
of was 5 feet 7 inches in height, 
had black hair and eyes and he 
happened to be my great-grand- 
father, Thomas S. Strong. As to 
his job, which was given him by 
Governor George Clinton of the 
State of New York in the year 
1795, it sounds like a tough propo- 
His appointment reads: 
“to aid and assist all such 
ships and vessels as may happen to 
be stranded on the Coast in the 
County of Suffolk with full power 
and authority to give all possible 
assistance to all such ships and 
vessels, to all people on Board the 
same. To use his utmost endeavors 
to save, preserve and secure the car- 
goes of all such ships and vessels 
and all goods and chattels what- 
soever which may at any time be 
cast by the sea upon the land, and 
to employ such, and so many men 
for the purpose as he may see 
proper. 


sition. 
* ke * 


That must have been some job 
with travelling so difficult. I don't 
know how .ong he held it, but he 
had plenty else to see to. He had 
a big farm on Mt. Misery, now 
Belle Terre. (How his daughters 
hated that name as they grew older. 
They tried calling it Mountford 
from the hill called Pikel behind 
the house. That name did not last, 
but Oakwood did and it was known 
by that name as long as the Strongs 
owned it.) 


But to return to the farm. 
Thomas Strong, later President of 
the first Agricultural Society on 
Long Island, knew how to make 
his land pay. Street manure and 
wood ashes from New York en- 
riched and sweetened the gr>und. 
Fire-wood and hop poles were 
shipped to Town, sometimes in his 
own vessels. Cattle, sheep, and 
s»metimes turkeys were driven 
down to be sold in the city mar- 
ket known as the Fly Market! 

Sometime about 1796 Thomas 
Strong's house burned down. All 
they seem to have saved wa; the 
silver. Perhaps they grabbed that 
as they fled to safety. By 1797 
he was planning to build again. 
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Kate W. Strong 


The old foundation was alright 
with its brick arches and iron rods 
to which it is said Thomas’ grand- 
father, another Thomas, used to 
fasten his runaway slaves. 

Next thing was to get lumber. 
Thomas’ father, Selah Strong, wrote 
that he couldn't get a sloopload 
of boards in the whole of Albany 
because of the severe winter. Six 
miles below Albany he found a 
Capt. Vanigan who had 2000 
planks and some boards which he 
agreed to deliver in New York at 
17 pence a piece. For these he 
paid cash for fear Captain Vanigan 
would change his mind. 


Besides farming, Thomas was a 
member of the Board of Super- 
visors and for 12 years first judge 
of Suffolk County. He had seven 
lively daughters. Their letters writ- 
ten in 1817 to their brother Selah, 
then a lawyer in New York, sound 
much in some ways as if written 
to-day. “Dear Brother’, Eliza 
writes, “heres hoping you are alive 

for truly it is so long since we 
have heard from you.” 

She also mourned the long ser- 
mons by Rev. Zachariah Greene 
though she enjoyed the drive to the 
church in Setauket. Rebecca speaks 
of the beautiful marino shawl her 
brother bought for her (he evident- 
ly shopped for all the family) and 
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how she had worn it to church 
twice, but there was no one there 
to know whether it was handsome 
or not. That was very unfortunate. 

They had trouble with their 
guests because the girls and men 
would not come to a party at the 
same time. One time they spoke 
of, the girls came in the morning 
and stayed until six, then in the 
evening the men appeared.  Per- 
haps they preferred to talk to the 
Strong sisters. 

It is said that they had many 
suitors, but letters asking for their 
hand in marriage (there were said 
to be many of them) were destroy- 
ed by their niece, as she did not 
think it fair the younger generation 
should read them. However, one 
letter escaped. It was from a 
widower “who desired to address 
himself to Miss Angelina’. He 
had met her several years before, 
but thought such was the “refine- 
ment of her mind”’ that she would 
not be willing to think of marriage 
until his children were old enough 
to give their consent. Now they 
were old enough to bring with him 





to call, for such was the delicacy 


of Miss Angelina's feeling she 
would never consent to receive my 
addresses without knowing my 
family.’” The tardy suitor evident- 


ly never received that consent, for 
Eliza was the only one who mar- 
ried and she married the very man, 
Dr. Griffing, who she wrote her 
brother earlier was certainly not in- 
terested in any of them. How did 
he get any such idea! 

I learn from old bills that the 
house was enlarged in the 1830s by 
the addition of a kitchen, and per- 
haps other changes, certainly a fresh 
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coat of paint, from the quantities 
paid for. About this time Samuel 
Hopkins of Miller Place was plan- 
ning to build a new house. He 
watches with interest the changes 
being made by Thomas Strong. Said 
he: “Mr. Strong will have a fine 
house but wait until you see the 
house I am going to build. I'll go 
him one better.’ They say the 
house is built on much the same 
lines. 

Old faded letters, bills on scraps 
of paper, ancient documents out of 
the old attic bring back the old 
days when Mt. Misery Point, as the 
Town Records have it, was still 
the abode of the Strongs, and great- 
grandfather sallied forth to the 
rescue of shipwrecked sailors. 


I certainly hope Douglas Tuo- 
mey’s tales of Fire Island are put 
in a book. Estelle Jacobson. 


. . . Chester G. Osborne’s stories 
of the Manor of St. George have 
determined our family to visit the 
Museum there this summer. Jo- 
seph G. Gottlieb, Rockaway Beach. 














THE “HISTORY HOUSES” 


OF THE FUTURE 


Are Being Financed by Your Savings Bank Now 





MORTGAGE MONEY AVAILABLE 
FOR HOME BUILDERS AND BUYERS 





RIVERHEAD SAVINGS BANK 


85 YEARS OF SERVICE TO SAVERS AND HOME OWNERS 


RIVERHEAD, N. Y. 


PARK 7-3600 
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Parsonage Creek, Hempstead 


I have here a copy of the History 
of St. George’s Church (Hemp- 
stead) written by the Rev. Moore 
in 1881. I read it thru the other 
night. It seems that the first 
church in Hempstead was built and 
owned by the town. It was used 
for town business during the week 
and for church services on Sun- 
day. In 1682 the town built a par- 
sonage for the minister of the 
church with 3 acres of ground. At 
first, this parsonage belonged to the 
town, but was set aside as the 
res‘dence of the minister. This 
was on the present site of the 
Rectory of St. George’s church. 
It was not until 1735 that the town 
conveyed the church property on 
Front St. and the parsonage on 
Prospect St. to the Episcopal 
Church, which has held it ever 
since. There were also some other 
lands involved, a farm on the south 
shore of the island, and another 
piece of land in Hempstead, both 
described as ‘‘the glebe’’, which I 
suppose means that it was land 
set aside, the income from which 
was to support the church. 

Now the purpose of the above 
paragraph and of this long winded 
discussion is as follows: the par- 
sonage property at that time ex- 
tended north of Prospect St. to (or 
including?) the little brook that 
in later years became known as 
Parsonage Brook or Creek. I am 
inclined to believe that it got its 
name because it flowed past the 
parsonage. In 1682 the ‘‘town 
spot"’ (as the present site of the 
village of Hempstead was then 
known) had only about a half dozen 
houses, and the mill ponds and 








The Thompson House 
Route 25A, Setauket, N.Y. 
Open MAY 23 to OCT. 12, 1959 
Mondays - Fridays 2 to 4:30 
Saturdays | to 5 
Sundays 2 to 6 
Admission 25c. 


Sherwood-Jayne House 
Old Post Road 
East Setauket, N.Y. 
Open JUNE 2 to OCT. 9, 1959 
‘Tuesdays and Fridays - 2 to 4:30 
Admission 25¢. 


Owned by The Society for the 
Preservation of Long Island 
Antiquities 
Send 25c. to S. P. L. I. A., Setauket, 
N. Y. for guide to 92 LANDMARKS 
OF LONG ISLAND including map, 

days, hours open, etc 
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mills along this creek to the south 
(later site of Hempstead storage 
reservoir) had not yet been estab- 
lished, so I suppose that the par- 
sonage may have been the only 
house along the creek at that time. 
Doesn't this seem like a reasonable 
explanation of how the name ‘‘Par- 
sonage Creek’’ came to be given 
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to this stream? 

Also, Pine’s Stream (sometimes 
called Pine Brook) didn’t get its 
name because it flowed thru some 
pine trees (I don’t think it did) 
but I find in Beer's Atlas of 1873 
that a lady by the name of ‘‘Mrs. 
Pine’ lived on the pond formed by 
this stream a little farther south, 
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so I suppose the pond and stream 
were named after her. 
Incidentally, the four names of 
the (old) railroad between Valley 
Stream and Hempstead were: 
Hempstead and Rockaway RR, NY 
& Hempstead Plains RR, which 
were merged to form the NY & 
Hempstead RR, and this was re- 
organized as the Southern Hemp- 
stead Branch RR. However, old- 
timers in Hempstead always re- 
ferred to it as the ‘‘South Side RR”’ 
because it was leased to and oper- 
ated by the SSRR almost from the 
beginning. But I have seen a pic- 
ture of the first coach, and it did 
bear the name Hempstead & Rock- 
away RR on its letterboard. 
Felix E. Reifschneider 
Fairton, N. J. 


Correction, Mattituck Station 


On page 103 of the June issue of 
the Forum you have a picture titled 
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RCA-Columbia- Decca 
Wide Selection of 
POPULAR 
CLASSICAL 
CHILDREN’S 


in all the speeds 
AMITY RADIO 


For Quality Service on TV 
72 Merrick Rd. AMityville 4-1177 




















Evans 


AMITYVILLE DAIRY, INC. 
AMITYVILLE 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE 
BLUE POINT 














| 
POWELL | 
Funeral Home, Inc. 








67 Broadway 
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Monumental Work 








‘Mattituck R. R. Station, from 
watercolor by Cyril A. Lewis’’. 
This is an error in titling as the 
building shown is a seed store oper- 
ated by W. V. Duryee whose name 
can be seen on the end of the build- 
ing 
This building was built many 
years later than the R. R. station 
which was old at the time this store 
was built. 
Fred A. Hallock, Greenport 


I notice the picture on page 103 
of the June Forum purports to be 
the LIRR station. This is not cor- 
rect. 

The building shown in the picture 
was built on leased land by former 
Assemblyman J. Matt. Lupton for 
a seed house and it was later used 
by W. V. Duryea until he moved 
to his new building used as a hard- 
ware and seed store. 

I purchased the property where 
the building shown in the picture 
stood when the picture was _ taken, 
from Elizabeth Betts Grant. Mrs. 


Grant also owned a hotel which was 
known as the Mattituck House. 
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I sold the property the old build- 
ing stood on to J. Matt. Lupton 
and later the building was razed. 

A. H. Silkworth, Mattituck 

Keep it coming. Can’t you make 
it twice a month? Seems too long 
between issues. Don’t know how 
you kept the price down as long 
as you did. Best wishes. Paul A 
Nielson, Manhasset. 


I have been a reader of the 
Forum for a number of years, and 
have been interested in the great 
variety of articles you have pub- 
lished. It is a very-well edited 
magazine. 

Arthur W. Jones, Southold. 


The Forum is always delightful. 
Mrs. Louise Hewlett Patterson, 
Lawrence. 


Polaroid Camera For Sale 


Latest model B Polaroid Land 
Camera, complete with case and 
films, all practically new. $75 Paul 
Bailey, AM 4-0554. Box 805 Amity- 
ville. 





Mattituck R. R. Station, 1870 
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Talent Show at Traphager 


Talent on parade might be a sec- 
ond name for the fashion show 
which students at Traphagen School 
of Fashion, New York, presented at 
the end of their spring term. They 
called it ‘‘Fashion Flair of '59,’’ 
and the unique thing about the 
show was not only its high quality 
but the fact that it was completely 
managed and directed by the stu- 
dent body. Those not contributing 
original designs assisted in the 
preparations and management and 
as models in the showing which 
attracted capacity audiences for 
three performances. 

Pictured here is just one cos- 
tume from the show. Loose appli- 
ques of Irish crochet motifs flutter 
low on a slim gown and _ bounti- 
fully colored, trailing wrap of this 
evening ensemble of white raw 
silk hopsacking by student David 
Pequegnat, a major in Clothing 
Construction and Design at Trap- 
hagen. 

On view at the school, 1680 
Broadway (52nd St.), New York, 
are other examples of outstanding 
student work including both illus- 
tration and design, arranged in 
‘“‘career-exhibit’’ form for incoming 
students in art and clothing who 
will enter Traphagen when summer 
school starts July 6. Interested 
visitors are welcome to view the 
exhibit without obligation. 


East Rockaway Sloop 


; . I am a descendant of the 
Davidson family of East Rockaway, 
and my mother was the Alexine 
Davison for whom her father’s 
sloop was named, as mentioned in 
Mr. Lou Pearsall’s story ‘‘East 
Rockaway Grew From a Mill’’ in 
the April Forum. Mrs. W. L. Saun- 
ders, Bethesda 14, Maryland. 


As a boy in Patchogue I caught 
many a ‘‘Hudson Seal’’ in old East 
lake, since then pretty much filled 
in and built on. A. W. 


7” Franklin National Bank 


OF LONG ISLAND, NEW YORK 
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Perry Belmont, Congressman 


Neither Belmont Lake State Park 
at North Babylon nor Belmont 
Park Race Track at Elmont in 
Nassau County was named for the 
Hon. Perry Belmont who served 
Long Island in the House of Rep- 
resentatives during the 1880’s. The 
State Park was named, we under- 
stand from Chester R. Blakelock, 
executive secretary of the L. IL 
State Park Commission, for August 
Belmont Sr. who acquired the 
major part of the property in 1864 
and there operated until his death 
in 1890 the Belmont Nursery Farm, 
the country’s largest breeding and 
training station for thoroughbred 
horses. 

Belmont Park Race Track was 
named for August Belmont Jr., not 
because he succeeded to the own- 
ership of the North Babylon es- 
tablishment but in acknowledge- 
ment of his financial assistance in 
acquiring the race track property. 
As fer Congressman Perry Bel- 
mont, he should not be confused 
with a brother, Oliver Hazard Perry 
Belmont, who also served in Con- 
gress, being elected in 1901 in New 
York City. Perry Belmont served 
several terms beginning in 1881 
when he defeated the Hon. John 
A. King, Republican, of Jamaica, 
the counties of Queens, Suffolk and 
Richmond (Staten Island) then 
comprising this the First Congres- 
sional District. 

All of the B-lmonts were Demo- 
erats, beginning with August Sr. 
who was perhaps the most political- 
ly influential of them all. A native 
of Prussia, after becoming a citizen 
here, he cast his first Presidential 
vote for James K. Polk in 1844. In 








Radio dispatched 
burner service— 










GULFTANE 

bottled gas— 
Mie automatic fuel oil 
heating oil delivery 


LEWIS OIL CO., Inc. 
125 Meadow Rd. West 
Kings Park, N. Y. 


KIngs Park 2-96/1 


1853 President Pierce appointed him 
Charge d’affaires of the U. S. Le- 
gation at the Hague, he having 
previously served as Consul Gen- 
eral in the United States for Aus- 
tria, 1844-1850. From 1860 to 1872 
the senior Belmont was National 
Democratic Chairman, and also 
served many years as New York 
State Treasurer of the party. 
Congressman Perry Belmont who 
made his home at Babylon was 
born in New York City in 1851, 
graduated from Harvard in 1872, 
was admitted to the Bar in 1876, 
and thereafter practised law for 
many years both in New York City 
and on Long Island. His brother, 
Congressman Oliver Hazard Perry 
Belmont died at Hempstead in 
1908. He had graduated as a young 
man from the U. S. Naval Ac- 
ademy at Annapolis and served a 
short time as midshipman in the 
navy. Perry. we understand, lived 
to an advanced age and died at 
Newport, R. I. not many years ago. 
H. P. Horton. 
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Whig Inlet’s Name 


Can some Forum reader tell the 
origin of the name of Whig Inlet 
which lies at the entrance to the 
waterway extending inside the out- 
er beaches from Captree to the 
East Rockaway Inlet? Was Whig 
ever a real inlet to the ocean? 

As long as I can recall, all types 
of sailboats lay to in Whig Inlet 
awaiting a fair wind or ebb tide 
to help them out of Fire Island 
Inlet to the ocean. I have done it 
many times myself. Similarly, at 
the west end of Long Island, sail- 
boats waited in Coney Island Cove 
for favorable wind and tide before 
starting for Fire Island. 

Ralph A. Abrams 
Blue Point 


Old L. I. Forums Wanted 


Tell me what you have and 
price. George O. Linkletter, Man- 
hasset, L. I., N. Y.—Adv. 
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Rockaway Beach Changes 


When I read Mr. Lou Pearsall’s 
article ‘‘Rockaway Beach Geogra- 
phy”’ in the February Forum, I was 
reminded of an article in the Oc- 
tober 1931 issue of the Geographical 
Review, by Admiral R. S. Patton, 
Director U. S. Coast and Geodetic 
Survey. It is definite proof of the 
correctness of Mr. Pearsall’s mem- 
ory and also gives some earlier 
records. 

The enclosed maps show the lo- 
cations of the inlets and points in 
the various years. They also show 
Norton Basin, the original inlet to 
Jamaica Bay, mentioned by Mr. 
Pearsall. The earliest record show- 
ed the east point of the inlet at 
New York Avenue in 1835. By 
1860 it had moved westward to 
Fifth Sfreet. Admiral Patton states 
that by 1872 the point had moved 
another mile to the westward. That 
would locate it near the Edgemere 
railroad station. The 1879 map 
shows the main inlet from Grand 
boulevard to Alabama street. The 
New inlet extended from Yates ave- 
nue eastward for about one thou- 
sand feet. Samuel B. Cross 

Westhampton Beach 


Montauk Sea Serpent of 1909 


Brewster Terry’s account in the 
June Forum of seeing a sea ser- 
pent about 1895 off the outer beach 
about opposite Patchogue may 
cause some to snicker. But I 
quote an item from The Patchogue 
Advance of June 11, 1909, as fol- 
lows: 

‘Great excitement has been caus- 
ed by the finding, in a fish trap 
off Montauk, of what is declared 
to be a sea serpent measuring 22 
feet in length, having a neck six 
feet long and a tail about eight 
feet. It is considered the greatest 
discovery of the kind ever made 
on the east end of Long Island, and 
seems to prove beyond a doubt 
that the sea serpent is not a myth 
as everyone supposed, but a 
verity.”’ 

Capt. ‘‘Bob’’ Newins Patchogue 

(President ‘‘Hunters’ Garden’’) 


Lighthouse Designer 


Two of Long Island’s well known 
and very important lighthouses, 
Montauk Point and Eaton’s Neck, 
were designed by John McComb 
Jr., who with Joseph F. Mangin, 
was co-designer of New York City’s 
beautiful City Hall. The writer 
visited the City Hall soon after it 
had its face lifted recently and was 
delighted with the beauty of the 
front. 

John Tooker, Medford, L. I. 
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LONG ISLAND BOOKS 


By Paul Bailey 


“Physical Long Island” 


Its Geology, Archaeology, Beaches, Plains 
and Historic Storms 
More Than 100 Illustrations 


Hard Cover Cloth Bound, $4 Postpaid 


“Colonial Long Island” 


A brief history of the Island’s first 250 years 
More than 50 illustrations 
Hard Cover Cloth Bound Edition, $3.00 postpaid 


Saddle-stitched in stiff covers, $2.00 postpaid 


“Long Island Whalers” 


The history of whaling by L. I. ships and men for 
more than 200 years, briefly told. Showing the begin- 
ning, the rise, the peak and the decline and finish of 
the industry between the 1640’s and 1870’s. Well illus- 
trated. Postpaid $1. 


“The Thirteen Tribes” 


A brief account of the names, 
locations, customs, characteristics and 
history of the Long Island Indians. 


Well Illustrated, $1 Postpaid 


Address: 


PAUL BAILEY 
BOX 805, AMITYVILLE, N.Y. 

















LIGHT FOR LIVING 
IN A BED OF ROSES 








Enjoy your flowers after sundown 


Now you can have more hours to stage your 
own private flower show. Plan the light so 
that you silhouette one bed and highlight 
another, so that you focus interest on 
special groups of blossoms or even change 
the color and effect of cthers. Over-all flood- 
lighting placed on trees or the house or 


Free copies of ‘‘Light For Living . . 


. Outdoors’ 


garage will give unity to the whole garden 
vista, while special mushroom type reflec- 
tors will put the spotlight on blooms that 
are your greatest pride and joy. It’s easy. 
The methods are summed up in an exciting 
little book, ‘‘Light For Living ... Outdoors.” 
Ask for your copy. 


’ 


mailed upon request 


For Your Copy, Write to: 


LONG ISLAND LIGHTING COMPANY 


SALES DEPARTMENT 
250 OLD COUNTRY ROAD, MINEOLA, NEW YORK 





“Physical Long Island’’ 

This latest book by Paul Bailey 
has been compiled from _ historic 
rather than scientific sources, and 
is intended for the average reader 
rather than for technical use. 

The book describes in lay lan- 
guage the various forces that 
brought about the island’s gradual 
creation before, during and follow- 
ing the Glacial Period. It tells how 
the outer beaches came into being 
and of subsequent changes wrought 
by corrosive forces. 

The history of the island’s un- 
usual plains and ‘“‘pine barrens’’, 
showing their gradual development 
from earliest colonial times, is in- 
cluded as is an account of the more 
severe storms and other weather 
phenomena since the first recorded 
hurricane of 1635. 

A chapter is devoted to some of 
the major discoveries of Indian vil- 
lage sites and artifacts made by 
hobbyists as well as archaeologists 
in various parts of the island dur- 
ing recent years. 

Published by the 
Forum, ‘Physical 


Island 
Island”’ 


Long 
Long 








THE 
RENDEZVOUS 


in the Continental Tradition 
LUNCHEON — DINNER 


Private Banquet Room 


for Receptions and Parties 


Air Conditioned — Closed Tuesdays 


292 Merrick Rd. Amityville 
Phone AMityville 4-9768 


contains more than 100 photographs 
and other illustrations. Cloth bound, 
in hard covers, it sells for $4 post- 
paid and may be obtained by ad- 
dressing Paul Bailey, Box 805, 
Amityville, N. Y. 


Disaster of 1901 


One of the most disastrous ship- 
wrecks in waters adjacent to Long 
Island was that of the steamboat 
General Slocum on June 15, 1991. 
Commanded by Captain William H. 
Van Schaick, she left an East 
River pier enroute for Locust 
Grove carrying 1359 members of 
St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Manhattan for a Sunday 
School picnic. Of those on board 
only about 106 were men, including 
the pastor, Rev. G. F. Haas. 

The Slocum, a wooden vessel, 
was 280 feet long with a 70-foot 
bean, a 13-foot draft, and contained 
an 180 H.P. engine. She had 
been built in 1878 and was owned 
by the Knickerbocker Steamship 
Company of New York. 


When fire suddenly broke out in 
the hold of the vessel, the Captain 
decided to beach her on North 
Brother Island in the East river. 
Meanwhile the firehose was found 
to be rotten and useless. The life- 
preservers were no better and the 
lifeboats could not be launched be- 








CARMAN-DUNNE, Inc. 


Civil Engineers—Surveyors 
Grayview Building 


2 Lakeview Avenue, Lynbrook 
Tel. LYnbrook 9-5563 





cause they were so securely fas- 
tened to the davits. 

The vessel finally struck rocks 
100 feet from the island and here 
many of the passengers, believing 
they had reached shal'ow water, 
jumped overboard and were 
drowned. Small boats that rushed 
to the rescue could not get near 
because of the intense heat from 
the burning vessel. When the fire- 
tugs arrived they were too late. 
Although there were many heroic 
reseues, about 1000 persons died. 
It was one of the worst marine 
disasters in the history of the na- 
tion. 

The Slocum was later raised, 
turned into a barge and eventually 
sank and was abandoned a few 
years later near New Jersey. 

Harry B. Squires 
Bridgehampton 


Those sketches and etchings of 
Joseph Di Gemma _ which the 
Fo-um occasionally uses as _ illus- 
trations constitute a very unique 
and interesting art. (Mrs.) Emma- 
line J. Davis, Massapequa. 
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A place to relax — 
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HARBOR LIGHT 
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STERN’S 


Pickle Products, Inc. 
Farmingdale, N. Y. 


CHapel 9-0248 
Complete Line of Condiments for the 
Hotel and Restaurant Trade 
Prompt Deliveries Quality Since 1890 
Factory conveniently located at 
Farmingdale 
































GIL CLARK’S 


Maple Avenue Fish House 
L. I.’s FAMOUS 
OYSTER and CLAM 
BAR 


Maple Ave. Dock, Bay Shore 
Margaret E. Clark, Gilbert M. Clark 


Tels. MOhawk 5-1550 and 1551 

















“Willie and Herman's” 


La Grange 


Montauk Highway East of Babylon 


Luncheons - Dinners 
Large New Banquet Hall 


Tel. MOhawk 9-9800 
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